Little Lord Nelson
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Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson’s stunning defeat of
“What has poor Horace done, that he…should be sent to
rough it out at sea? But let him come and the first time we go the enemy fleet at Trafalgar, in 1805, established
England and the Royal Navy as rulers of the world’s
into action, a cannon ball may knock off his head…”!
Undaunted, Horatio signed on aboard HMS oceans. Almost two hundred years after his death,
Raisonnable and soon afterward “Uncle Maurice” gave Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson is still considered
him his first big promotion. Henceforth, the ships row- England’s most illustrious naval hero and a symbol of
boat would be Horatio’s to command! Horatio the best of British character.

Hard Water Boating
D

oes boating come to an abrupt halt when the lakes and rivers freeze and snow
covers the ground? Not for some intrepid sailors. When temperatures begin to
drop below 32 degrees, America’s iceboat pilots pull on their long underwear and
head out to the barn to sharpen the runners and tune the rigging on the fastest boats
on water. HARD water, that is. Iceboats are sailboats that use runners instead of rudders and
which can reach speeds of more than 100 miles per hour over the ice on lakes and rivers throughout the
northern half of the country. While iceboats have been sailed for centuries in Europe, the sport of iceboat racing was brought to America by the Dutch immigrants who settled along the Hudson River in the 1600s. Some of the fastest of
these ice boats (or ice yachts as the larger ones are called) were
built more than 120 years ago. Many of these older iceboats are
still in good condition and are raced every
winter weekend that promises hard ice,
(slick, “black” ice is best) strong winds, and
stalwart companions (it takes more than a
few helpers to set up and rig one of these
40-foot-long
Large recreational sleighs, like
ice cruisers).
the Mayflower, were popular with
revelers during the snowy New
England winters of the mid-1800s
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