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“Oh! How she scoons!” 
Or something like that. So goes the legend around 
the coining of the term “schooner,” which was 
first built and identified as such in Gloucester, 
Massachusetts, in 1713, although there are plen-
ty of works of art from Europe from earlier eras 
that depict fore-and-aft two-masted vessels. In 
this installment of Historic Ships on a Lee Shore, 
we take a look at three historic ships and, hap-
pily, we can report that all of them are OFF a lee 
shore!

In less than a four-month period this fall, 
three schooners built in 1885, 1894, and 1921, 
respectively, were on the move after many years 
of on-again-off-again efforts to restore them. First 
was the re-launching of the 1894 schooner Ernes-
tina-Morrissey from Bristol Marine Shipyard in 
Boothbay, Maine. It then took a couple of months 
to get her rigged and her sea trials completed, and 
prep for her triumphant return to New Bedford, 
Massachusetts, (by way of Massachusetts Maritime 
Academy) in late November. The official vessel of 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Ernestina-
Morrissey had not been in home waters since she 
was towed to Maine in 2015 for a total rebuild. 
Next came the launch of the 1885 schooner yacht 
Coronet, which had not been in the water since 
she was hauled and enclosed in a shed along the 
Newport, Rhode Island, waterfront, at the Inter-
national Yacht Restoration School (IYRS). That 
was in 2004! Finally, in December, the 1921 Essex-
built fishing schooner L. A. Dunton, part of the 
fleet of historic ships at Mystic Seaport Museum, 
was hauled out for a long-awaited full restoration 
right next to her berth at the museum. 

These three vessels represent the wide range 
of uses for a well-built schooner: from a Gilded 
Age exquisite yacht built to sail across the world’s 
oceans, to the tough life of a Grand Banks fishing 
schooner, to a vessel adapted to explore the Arctic 
and later carry emigrants across the Atlantic to 
New England. We are thrilled to report that they 
are having new life breathed into them. In the 
not-too-distant future, the crews of Coronet and 
Ernestina-Morrissey will be setting sails and getting 
underway for distant ports. Will the Dunton sail 
again? “Mystic Seaport has a long tradition of 
restoring vessels and then taking them to sea,” 
says Shannon McKenzie, the museum’s vice pres-
ident of museum operations. 

Let’s take a look at each vessel’s current status.

Historic sHips on a Lee sHore: 

Schooners on the Move

L. A. Dunton, 1921

Coronet, 1885
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Ernestina-Morrissey, 
1894

by Deirdre O’Regan
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Arthur Curtiss James was a phenomenally 
wealthy yachtsman, who by 1898 had 

logged in more than 45,000 miles at sea in 
Coronet sailing from Newport, Rhode Island, 
to Japan and back—all before the opening of 
the Panama Canal. James sailed not as a mere 
passenger, but as a self-described Corinthian 
sailor; he commanded his own vessels and sailed 
them across the world’s oceans. Coronet was 
considered the finest and fastest oceangoing 
yacht at that time.

Coronet was launched in 1885 in Brooklyn, 
New York, for oil tycoon Rufus T. Bush. The 
131-foot schooner was designed for speed, style, 
and comfort. She could set 8,000 square feet 
of canvas aloft; down below she was fitted with 
mahogany-paneled staterooms, a marble stair-
case, stained-glass doors, a cloisonné chandelier, 
a tiled stove for heat, and a piano in her main 
saloon. After her first transAtlantic, Bush offered 
$10,000 to any competitor who could beat his 
new schooner across the Atlantic. Caldwell Colt, 
owner of the 1866 schooner Dauntless and a 
fellow New York Yacht Club member, stepped 

up, and in March 1887 the two schooners left Sandy Hook Light astern and headed out into the Atlantic, bound for Queenstown 
(now Cobh), Ireland. Coronet beat Dauntless by 30 hours, making the run in 14 days, 19 hours, 3 minutes, and 14 seconds. The race 
got a lot of press at the time, even making the front page of the New York 
Times. Bush would next take Coronet around the world.

Coronet would go on to greater fame after Arthur Curtiss James 
became the owner. James wrote in his foreword to the book Corona and 
Coronet by Mabel Loomis Todd: 

Yachtsmen have been criticized, and in some cases justly, for 
using their magnificent fleet of vessels as mere toys. What an 
assistance they might be in advancing our knowledge of geog-
raphy, if their pleasure trips could be turned to some practical 
account! ... I cannot refrain from urging yachtsmen in general, 
and those taking ocean trips in particular, to cooperate with the 
Hydrographic Office in adding to our knowledge of ocean cur-
rents, winds, and other phenomena of the sea.

To this point, he was quite dedicated, and one of his first major voyages 
in Coronet was to sail from Newport to Japan in 1896, hosting and fund-
ing the Amherst [College] Eclipse Expedition that sought to observe a 
total solar eclipse.

Coronet would go on to have several owners over her long sailing 
career, but her long-distance voyages came to a close around World War I. 
In the 1980s the late marine artist John Mecray stumbled upon her, laid 
up in Gloucester, Massachusetts; despite the degraded appearance of her 
hull from outboard, her interior décor was in good condition. Mecray 
later co-founded the International Yacht Restoration School (IYRS) along 
with Elizabeth Meyer, and with her encouragement and support, Coro-
net was eventually brought to Newport to become the defining project 
of the school, which welcomed its first class in 1995.

Schooner Yacht Coronet

Coronet on the day of her re-launch, waiting for the barge crane to get into position. 

Stern view of Coronet not long after her arrival at IYRS in 1995. 
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The vessel’s interior furniture, paneling, and fixtures were removed 
and fully documented before going into storage. In 2004, IYRS hauled 
the hull and placed her in a cradle on the waterfront right outside the 
school, and the work has progressed in fits and starts since then. In 
2006, ownership of Coronet transferred to Coronet Restoration Partners 
(a partnership between Jeffrey Rutherford of Rutherford Boat Works 
and venture capitalist and classic-boat restorer Robert McNeil). The 
pair had already successfully restored the classic steam yacht Cangarda 
and understood what they were getting into. Coronet stayed at IYRS 
and work continued on the hull, done by a combination of IYRS stu-
dents, alumni, volunteers, and Rutherford and McNeil. In recent years, 
Coronet was given less and less attention, and when McNeil died from 
cancer in 2021, IYRS began looking for new owners for the yacht, who 
could finish the restoration properly. 

Mystic Seaport Museum, with an active shipyard well-versed in 
restoring historic vessels, was one of their first calls. Mystic’s leadership 
could not take on ownership of a project of this magnitude in addition 
to work on their own fleet of historic vessels, but referred IYRS to 
brothers Alex and Miles Pincus, who have restored two other historic 
schooners at the museum shipyard to convert into restaurant venues in 
New York City. The team at the museum shipyard holds the Pincuses 
in high regard, as they have the interest, experience, and means to do 
the job. The decision was not an easy one, nor one made in haste, but 
the Pincuses are on board. Once the papers were signed, the Pincuses 
began working with Mystic Seaport’s team, led by Chris Gasiorek, the 
museum’s vice president for Watercraft Preservation and Programs, to 
orchestrate getting the hull from the dock outside IYRS in downtown 
Newport to the museum campus. Luckily, the hull’s restoration was at 
the stage where she could be floated and towed to Mystic, a distance 
of about 35 nautical miles.

(above) After 18 years out of the water, Coronet is airborne as a huge barge crane lifts her from her cradle outside IYRS. 
(below) Coronet comes in view of the museum as she is towed past the Mystic River Bascule Bridge on 5 December 2022.
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On a cold afternoon on 2 December, a crowd had gathered 
along the Newport waterfront to watch a 1,000-ton barge crane 
slowly lift Coronet off her cradle and place her in the water. A few 
days later, after her hull planking had swelled enough for the trip 
to Mystic, she was towed by Charlie Mitchell in his tug Jaguar to 
the museum campus, arriving to further fanfare.

From here, the shipyard crew, in collaboration with the 
Pincus brothers, will complete Coronet’s restoration over the next 
couple of years. The big question many people are asking is if the 
Pincuses will turn Coronet into a restaurant, like the other vessels 
they have restored. The brothers assure us that Coronet will be 
returned to her former glory and operated as a sailing yacht. The 

long-term plan? “The plan is to make a plan,” said Alex Pincus. 
Their first goal is to re-create the 1887 transAtlantic race and take 
some time to enjoy the schooner the way she was meant to be—
as a sailing yacht. In the meantime, while Coronet is at Mystic 
Seaport, the work in the shipyard will take place in full view of 
museum visitors, as it did for other big ship restoration projects, 
such as the Charles W. Morgan and Mayflower II. 

(To learn more about Alex and Miles Pincus and their maritime 
projects and restaurants, visit www.crewny.com. International Yacht 
Restoration School of Technology and Trades: www.iyrs.edu. Mystic 
Seaport Museum: www.mysticseaport.org.)

Schooner Ernestina-Morrissey
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(inset) Schooner Ernestina (now Ernestina-Morrissey) under full sail before her recent rebuild. (above) Under power in the Cape 
Cod Canal, heading for her berth at Massachusetts Maritime Academy in Buzzards Bay, Massachusetts, on 18 November 2022.

Launched in 1894 as the Effie M. Morrissey and later renamed 
Ernestina, today the Essex-built schooner goes by Ernestina-

Morrissey, and in her 129th year, she isn’t done yet.
She’s been called the “Cape Verdean Mayflower.” Arctic ex-

plorer Captain Bob Bartlett used to call the 156-foot schooner 
his “ little Morrissey.” She’s fished the Grand Banks, sailed to the 
Arctic from both the Atlantic and the Pacific, conducted survey 
work for the US Navy in World War II, carried cargo and im-
migrants to the US from the Cape Verde islands, and taken 

hundreds of people to sea on sail training voyages. Today, she is 
back at her homeport in New Bedford, Massachusetts, after a 
seven-year absence, during which time her hull has been com-
pletely rebuilt in a Maine shipyard. 

This wasn’t her first restoration—she’s had several over the 
course of her long life. She’s been sailed hard and pushed her way 
through ice floes, run aground, been dismasted, caught on fire 
and scuttled, been raised and repaired. But a wooden ship is 
never “done,” and in the early 2000s, she fell into disrepair;  
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budget cuts prevented the necessary main-
tenance. In 2005, Coast Guard inspectors 
identified serious degradation of her stem, 
stern, and transom and pulled the ship’s 
Certificate of Inspection (COI). Without it, 
the vessel could not take people off the dock 
and thus could generate no income. A crisis 
was at hand. It took some years, during 
which time the Commonwealth commis-
sioned surveys, consulted experts, and 
sought out philanthropists to help with 
funding. With a lot of effort and a little luck, 
a public-private partnership came together 
with substantial contributions from two 
gentlemen who learned about the schooner’s 
story and agreed she had to be saved. Rob-
ert Hildreth and the late Gerry Lenfest 
stepped up, to the tune of several million 
dollars. The Massachusetts government re-
affirmed its role as owner and steward, and 
the ship was sent to Maine for a total resto-
ration. While she was there, a new manage-
ment plan was conceived and put in place 
by which the ship will be managed and operated by Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy (MMA) to train its cadets, with the agreement 
that she will also spend 25% of her time in New Bedford, her 
decades-long homeport, where she has a dedicated following. In 
addition to training MMA cadets, future programming will 
involve youth programs and public daysails. Plans are still com-
ing together. 

The schooner Ernestina-Morrissey was finally relaunched on 
30 August 2022 and returned to New Bedford under her own 
power (but no sails yet) with a new captain in command and a 
full crew of professional mariners. On 17 December, a grand 
homecoming event took place in New Bedford, with dignitaries 

Ernestina-Morrissey’s captain, Tiffany Krihwan, hosts Prime Minister José Ulisses Correia 
e Silva, Republic of Cabo Verde, onboard the schooner on 17 December 2022. Correia e 
Silva traveled to New Bedford to participate in the official homecoming event. 
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and politicians of every stripe participating to applaud the achieve-
ment and pledge their support. 

What’s next? The schooner is currently at her berth in New 
Bedford over the winter months. She still has to pass her Coast 
Guard inspection and other work needs to be completed. In March, 
she will get underway (with just crew until she has her COI in 
hand) and head to the Gulf Coast to participate in the Tall Ships 
Challenge series, organized by Tall Ships America. After that she 
will return to New England waters in June and July. Check the 
MMA website for updates: www.maritime.edu/fleet/ernestina. 
Tall Ships Challenge information is at: www.tallshipsamerica.
org/tall-ships-challenge/.

Schooner L. A. Dunton
On 20 December 2022, the schooner L.  A. Dunton, a National 

Historic Landmark, was hauled by crane (similar setup to 
Coronet’s launch) at her home at Mystic Seaport Museum to un-
dergo a full, multi-year restoration. Like her older sister Ernestina-
Morrissey, the 101-year-old L.  A. Dunton was built in Essex, the tiny 
Massachusetts hamlet that built and launched more than 4,000 
schooners in its heyday. The Dunton fished the Grand Banks for cod 
at a time when dory fishing from sailing vessels was on the way out. 
Her builders were not unaware of this trend, however, and although 
she was originally built to operate under sail power alone, she was 
constructed with a shaft log and engine bed to accommodate the 
addition of a diesel engine later.

The 123-foot wooden schooner was designed by Thomas F. 
McManus, a fish merchant turned naval architect, who designed 

 L.  A. Dunton with all sail set, ca. 1920s. np
s.g
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500 schooners with an eye for performance and safety, a 
characteristic Grand Banks schooners were not especially 
known for. Speed, yes; safety—not so much. She was 
named for a well-known Boothbay sailmaker, and in her 
first year of fishing she landed 197,000 pounds of fresh 
halibut, 68,000 pounds of salt cod, and 3,000 pounds of 
fresh cod. A 100HP Fairbanks, Morse and Co. C-O 
engine was installed in 1923, among other modifications. 

The Dunton’s fishing career lasted until 1960, when 
new owners started using her to haul cargo, mainly between 
ports in Nova Scotia and Newfoundland. In 1963 she was 
sold to the Marine Historical Association of Mystic, which 
would become Mystic Seaport Museum. The museum 
did not then have its own shipyard, so the 42-year-old 
schooner was sent to a commercial shipyard in nearby 
New London, Connecticut, where her stern was rebuilt ph
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L.  A. Dunton being hauled by crane to be 
placed on the wharf for her upcoming res-
toration work at Mystic Seaport’s Henry 
B. duPont Preservation Shipyard.m
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and the whaleback house that had been 
added during her fishing career was re-
moved. Those who restore historic vessels 
have to make hard choices as to what era 
in a vessel’s history and configuration it 
should be returned to. In the Dunton’s 
case, the team at Mystic Seaport chose the 
years 1922–23, the period in the ship’s 
history before she was equipped with an 
engine.

Mystic Seaport established the Hen-
ry B. duPont Preservation Shipyard in 1972 
and the Dunton was hauled at the museum 
campus for the first time in 1975. Since 
she became a museum ship, her engine has 
been removed, her stern has been restored 
to the correct appearance, her deck beams, 
deck planking, and frames have been re-
placed, and the topsides have been re-
planked, but the vessel has never under-
gone a full restoration until now. With the 
shipyard crowded with vessels from the 
museum fleet and visiting ships there for 
repairs and restoration work, the museum 
built a new concrete pad upon which to 
place the schooner for this restoration pe-
riod on the north end of the shipyard. 
Today, visitors can view the ship out of the 
water while work is being done. Those 
interested in helping fund the restoration 
are encouraged to contact the museum 
advancement department at advance-
ment@mysticseaport.org. (www.mystic 
seaport.org)  


