MARITIME HISTORY ON THE INTERNET

by Peter McCracken

Competitive Rowing Online

C

ompetitive rowing, like any pastime, has an online presence these days. Rowing history, curiously, is not well
represented o nline, but a 2004 essay tided "The Danger-

ously NeglectedLegacyofRowing"athttp://rowinghistory.net/
neglected.htm provides some considerations as to why this is so.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henley_Royal_Regattahas much
more historical information than the H enley's own site. The Boat
Race, the 150-year-old regatta between O xford and Cambridge
universities, is online at http:/ /theboatrace.org, and features a
BBC Replay of the most recent race. Boston's famous Head of the
Charles has an impressive site a t http://hocr.org, where, like the

Nevertheless, from rowing history to real-time racing results, there's
Boat Race, it highlights its m any corporate sponsors.
a bit of something fo r any rowing enthusias t. The UK's River &
Rowing Museum (http://rrm.co.uk) is more interesting than it's
Pocock Racing Shells (http://pocock.com) are among the
web site, bur the sire is nonetheless wo rth noting and exploring.
most adva nced racing shells available today, and these boats have
The London-based Fishmongers' Company, founded some rime been manufactured in and n ear Seattle for nearly a century. In
before 1272(!), has a page about the oldest continuous sporting an interesting move in the goal of physical and virtual preservaevent in the U K, and perhaps the wo rld: , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , ti on, when the Pocock company ceased
The Doggett's Wager, a rowing race
building the wooden singles, the owners
in London that was first held in 17 15.
transferred rheirrools, jigs, templates, and
The Fishmo ngers have been sponsoring
other gear for building single cedar shells
the race since the 1720s, and they de- •
to the Northwest Maritime Center in
Port Townsend, Washington. The old web
scribe it on line at http://www.fishhall.
org.uk/Heritage/TheDoggettsWager/.
sire was transferred to the boatbuilding
The RowingHistory site,arhttp://
program as well, and is regularly m ainrowinghistory.net looks quire dared,
rained at http://pocockdassic.org.
bur its content is no t as old as the layo ut
Though the rowing events in the fi rs t
would sugges t. It compiles numerous histories on various aspects m odern Olympic games were cancelled due to weather, rowing has
of rowing and has an extensive collection of historic regatta results,
been on the Olympic program since the inception of the modern
general essays, lists of crews and team s, and more. Its content is gam es. M ost Olympi c rowing teams have online presences; the
definitely wo rth inves tigating even if its appearance is no t exactly Americans are at http://usrowing.com, the Canadians are athttp://
cutting edge. The National Rowing Foundation's sire (http://
rowingcanada.org, and the British are at http://britishrowing.
natrowing.com) includes images fro m the National Rowing H all org. The London 2012 website offers a smattering of informaof Fam e, now a permanent installatio n at Mys tic Seaport.
rion about the rowing events in the next Olympiad: http://www.
The online presence for today's rowing scene is qui re different.
london2012.com/games/venues/eton-dorney.php. The World
The row2k.com site (http://row2k.com) offers extensive daily Rowing site at http://worldrowing.com has extensive informaupdares on current rowing events, lo ts of recent results, m any
tion about current racing, with a focus on national teams. The site
includes thousands of images and m any videos from races going
rowing- related videos, and much, much more. As always, biogs
back nearly twen ty years.
are often a good place to turn for up- to-dare in fo rmation . Several
biogs of note include "Hear the Boat Sing" (http:! /hear-theRowing history is not as strong online as other sports or
boat-sing.blogspot.com/), which foc uses on rowing history, and m aritime topics, bur there's n o lack of in fo rmation about current
the U K-based Rowing for Pleasure, at http://rowingforpleasure.
racing. If you're interested in rowing, there are plenty of ways to
blogspot.com/. Both are updated regularly.
spend lots of time online!
Suggestions fo r other sites worth m entioning are welcome at
All of the m ajor regattas of co urse have their own websites,
tho ugh few focus on the historical sides of their races with any peter@shipindex.org. See http://www.shipindex.org for a free
great emphasis. The Henley Royal Regatta, begun in 1839, has
compilation of over 140,000 ship nam es from indexes to dozens
of books and journals. .!,
a presence online at http://hrr.co.uk. The W ikipedia entry at
Tired of nautical reproductions?
Martifacts has onl y authentic
marine collectibl es rescued from
scrapped ships: navigati on
lamps, sextants, clocks, bells,
barometers, charts, flags,
binnac les, telegraphs, porthol es, U. S. Navy
dinnerware and flatware, and more. Current
brochure - $1.00

MARTIFACTS, INC.
P.O. BOX 350190
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32235-0190
PHONE/FAX: (904) 645-0150

Nautical

Research

Guild

Association of modelers and researchers formed to pursue
the mutual interest in ships of all eras and types
Membership incl udes the quarterly Nautical Research Journal with articles
by knowledgeable writers featuring ship model bui lding and research o f all
periods, merch ant, nava l and maritim e hi story. Book rev iews , qu eri es ,
replies. and shop notes are other features, including technical draw ings and
photographs. Other services include the Maritime Institution Survey , Ship
tfodel Repair & Restorati on Service and the Technical ;\ssistance Network .
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$ 38.00 USA
$ 50.00 A ll Others
www.TheN RG.org

www.martifacts.com
e-mail: martifacts@aol.com
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