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Please join us for the National Maritime Awards Dinner, hosted by NMHS in partnership with the 
Naval Historical Foundation, on Thursday, 21 April, at the renowned National Press Club in 
Washington, DC. Leaders from across the country representing the maritime heritage commu
nity, the United States Navy, the US Coast Guard, yachtsmen, philanthropists, environmentalists, 
marine artists, government officials, and the maritime industry will join us in celebrating the 

contributions of three highly valued members of rhe maritime community. Philip Webster, found
ing dinner chairman and NMHS trustee, is pleased to announce this year's National Maritime Awards 

Dinner chairmen: Dr. Timothy J. Runyan, maritime historian, NMHS trustee and Sea History Edito-
rial Advisory Board chair; and CAPT James Noone, USNR (Ret.), managing director of Mercury Public 

Relations and a director of rhe Naval Historical Foundation. Our master of ceremonies will be world-class sailor, television 
commentator, author, past president of US Sailing and vice president of rhe International Sailing Federation, America's ''Ambas
sador of Sailing," Gary Jobson. The United States Merchant Marine Academy Midshipmen Mariners Chorus, from Kings 
Point, New York, under rhe direction of Dr. Katherine Meloan, will be performing. 

Steve Phillips 
A third-generation waterman, Steve Phillips grew up closely involved in his family's crab 
business and has spent his whole life working in rhe crab industry. In 1956 rhe Phillips fam
ily opened rhe Phillips Crab House in Ocean City, MD, as a means to sell off rhe abundance 
of blue crabs and blue crab meat from their original hometown seafood packing plant on 
Hoopers Island, Maryland. The "crab shack" expanded into a full-service restaurant, eventu
ally joined by two more locations. After earning his bachelor's degree in business from the 
University of Miami, Florida, he began his involvement in rhe management of the company, 
which continued to expand. 

Recognizing rhar the supply of domestic blue crab was being depleted, Steve turned to 
Southeast Asia as a potential new source for crab mear-rhe blue swimming crab. He built a 
processing plant in rhe Philippines, hired fishermen, supplied their equipment, and taught them to crab. This new source of crab 
led to rhe founding of Phillips Foods, Inc., which grew to include plants in Indonesia and other Southeast Asian countries, as 
well as Ecuador and Mexico. In order ro better protect rhe Southeast Asian crab population from rhe fishing practices which had 
diminished the Chesapeake Bay crab supply, Phillips works with rhe fisheries to promote sustainable fishing practices, and formed 
the Blue Swimming Crab Producers Association (APRI) in Indonesia, and rhe Philippine Association of Crab Processors (PAC
PI) to promote sustainability measures in rhe industry overall. Phillips was recognized for his contributions to sustainable aqua
culture wirh the 2011 Seafood Champion Award and rhe 2011 Maryland Governor's International Leadership Award. For his 
efforts in establishing and encouraging an industry-wide commitment to crab sustainability, NMHS is proud to recognize Steve 
Phillips as the recipient of its Distinguished Service Award. 

David Rockefeller Jr., the 2010 recipient of the NMHS Walter Cronkite Award for Excellence in Maritime Education for 
Sailors for the Sea, an organization founded to give a voice for ocean conservation, will present Steve Phillips with his award. In 
2010, rhe Sailors for rhe Sea sailing vessel Ocean Watch completed a 25,000-mile circumnavigation of North and South Amer
ica, visiting thirty towns and cities to educate their citizenry about the health of our oceans. 
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Charles Robertson 
Charles Robertson is founder, chairman and CEO of American Cruise Lines, Inc., Pearl 
Seas Cruises, Chesapeake Shipbuilding, and affiliated companies. His firms have designed 
and built 14 cruise ships and approximately 70 other commercial vessels, up to 350 feet. 

Engaged in rhe maritime industry since 1973, Mr. Robenson pioneered rhe small 
ship luxury cruise industry in rhe United Stares with his founding of American Cruise 
Lines, now rhe largest cruise company in rhe country. American Cruise Lines offers a wide 
variety of river cruises, as well as cruise experiences rhar incorporate programs on the rich 
history of rhe rivers, including packages that focus on rhe American Civil War, rhe 
Lewis and Clark Expedition, and rhe life of author Mark Twain. Robenson holds a USCG 
Master's License and First Class Pilot's License for unlimited tonnage, and he is a recog
nized expert on cruise ship regulation; he has been an expert witness for rhe United Stares 
Coast Guard before rhe NTSB and Congressional Committees. 
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An avid racing sailor, Robertson has won many national and international events, 
including the Newport Bermuda Race, Queen's Cup, and the National Championship 
in the Atlantic Class. Robertson is chairman emeritus of Operation Sail, Inc. , and 
serves as a trustee on a number of non-profit boards, including Mystic Seaport 
M useum, the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum, and the Chesapeake 
Bay Maritime M useum. He was recognized in 2014 with Mystic Seaport's America 
and the Sea Award. NMHS is proud to recognize C harles Robertson with its 
Distinguished Service Award for his accomplishments in the American small ship 
cruise industry and for promoting understanding of our river heritage through American 
Cruise Lines's programs, and for his lifelong support of our nation's maritime museums. 

Robert L. James, former New York Yacht Club Commodore, international yacht racing champion, and former chairman 
and CEO of the global advertising agency network McCann Erickson, will present the award to Mr. Robertson. 

Andrew Taylor 
Andrew Taylor is the executive chairman of Enterprise Holdings Inc. , the largest car rental company in the world, founded in 
1957 by his father Lieutenant Jack Taylor, who served as a combat pilot aboard USS Enterprise (CV 6) with Carrier Air Group 
15-the "Fabled Fifteen"-and brought hard-earned lessons of character, integrity, courage, effort and teamwork to the Enter
prise Holdings he founded, and to the military history and service programs he supported. Enterprise Holdings operates-through 

an international network of regional subsidiaries and independent franchises-the Enterprise 
Rent-A-Car, Alamo, and National Car Rental brands, as well as more than 9,000 fully staffed 
neighborhood and airport locations in more than 75 countries. 

Mr. Taylor joined Enterprise at the age of 16 in one of the original St. Louis offices, wash
ing cars during summer and holiday vacations and learning the business from the ground up. 
After earning his Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration from the University 
of Denver and a three-year stint for another company, Mr. Taylor returned to Enterprise; he 
became chief executive officer in 1991, chairman in 2001, and executive chairman in 2013 . . 
His long-standing commitment to the US Navy and its heritage is demonstrated through his 
support for USS Enterprise (CVN-65) and his participation in events honoring USS Enterprise 
(CV-6) and her World War II veterans, as well as his support for the programs at the Na
tional Naval Aviation Museum, the US Naval Institute, and the Naval Historical Foundation. 
Enterprise Holdings partners with national programs to hire transitioning military personnel, 
veterans, members of the National Guard and Reserve, and military spouses; it has been des
ignated a Military Friendly Employer" by Victory Media, publisher of G. I. Jobs, and among 

the Most Valuable Employers (MVE) for Military" by Military Transition News. For this longtime support of the US Navy and 
its history and American veterans, Andrew Taylor will be recognized with the Naval Historical Foundation Distinguished Ser
vice Award. 

Admiral James A. "Sandy" Winnefield Jr., USN, ninth vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the nation's second 
highest-ranking military officer, will present the award. Among his commands at sea was USS Enterprise (CVN 65); he led "Big 
E" through her 18th deployment, which included combat operations in Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom 
immediately after the terrorist acts of September 11th, 2001. 

The National Maritime Awards Dinner will feature a dynamic auction with superb items, including: a trip for two to Cuba 
with Pearl Seas Cruises, dinner for eight at a Phillips Seafood Restaurant, original War of 1812 prints, a trip for twenty guests 
aboard the schooner Sultana for the parade-of-sail before the Great Chesapeake Bay Schooner Race, ship models, antique 
maps, director-guided personal tours of great maritime museums, and more. You don't need to be present to bid; we can 
assign a personal bidder for you. To learn about these exemplary award recipients, the dinner, the great items in the auction, 
how you can support the event, or to get tickets to attend, please visit our website at www.seahistory.org, call 914 737-7878, 
ext. 0, or emai l us at nmhs@seahistory.org. 

We have reserved a block of rooms at the J. W. Marriott Washington, DC, 1331 Pennsylvania Avenue NW (next to the 
National Press Club). Standard guest rooms for single or double occupancy are $319 per night, plus applicable taxes. The 
room block is set aside until 23 March, or until all the rooms have been reserved. Reservations can be made by calling 202 
393-2000. Please identify yourself as part of the National Maritime Historical Society. 
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